
Senate Meeting Minutes

October 23, 2016
Late meeting start due to incident with the President 
Location: Lorton Hall 207

Quorum has been met!

Call the meeting to order:
call: Paul Bowman, Altho
second: TJ Mobra, Urban Ed

Meeting Minutes:
Discussion/correction?
No. All approved

Agenda:
VP Report:

Thank you for volunteering and helping out. We can’t do this without you guys.
GSA Breakfast/Happy Hour Committee

Each officer responsible. Sometimes we need help, so from now on the officer is 
going to contact you within 24 hours. Please respond. You have the option to 
show up or not, but its fun and we love to have all of you

Questions/Comments?
TJ Mobra: We can actually check out golf carts from Physical Plant
Nadia: But if on weekend, cant store, so cant check out. But during the week you are 
welcome to check it out. i would suggest that you guys do it and be careful and not do 
anything crazy. Just think about when you need it. 
Leena: I ask that any more concerns be pressed on to later.
New Business Proposal

Send in an email with a small proposal with the outcome, budget, etc. 
Stick to the Rule of Order from now on

Proposer gets first motion, then someone else seconds. Then proposer presents, 
then questions, comment, discussion.You ave to wait until the whole round is 
completed and then you can ask a question. Leena directs all questions. Same 
with discussion, to allow everyone the chance to give his or hers opinion. Voting 
to apply or push the proposal.

Questions? NO

Treasurer Report:
Reminder of the allocation committee breakdown of organization funding

reasonableness
type of events
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Having to vote on the English Student Org 
Reminder of voting procedure

request
recommended
open for questions
vote

New Business:
Ali and Voting
English Graduate Student Association

On time, but it got misplaced
Reviewed their application
Needed more info and met with a rep from the group

didn't show up for the first meeting, so 20% penalty
Requested: $1500
Recommended: $744
Questions? 
TJ: Do they not give a schpeal about why they need the funds?
Ali: No, we as a committee met with them to go over the nitty gritty before it gets to the 
vote. At this point it is more about fairness so they aren't having to defend anything.
Vote: All passes

Ali: were currently over by about $400, but everything is pending on two groups finding/getting 
their SA charter.
Any questions? No.

New Agenda:
Pedro: Motion
Indreesh, Chem E seconds.

Proposal:
The idea is to increase the investment potential in the students of the grad school in general. 
Still thinking about the humanities and social sciences, but have a lot for sciences.
Want to invite researchers to showcase current research to potential employers.
take place during the research colloquium
allow people from national labs to see what were doing
professional networking opportunity (careers) both for citizen and noncitizen students
generate internships for graduate students
How?

Invite them to give a talk about their company, lab, etc. ego booster
research’
application process for either a researcher, intern, etc. 
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As PhD students, one of the main paths as far as careers is a researcher in an national lab, 
especially for hard sciences 

Then they’ll get to judge student research projects
allows them to see what is being done and get to know the faces behind the 
projects.

They may then want to so one on ones, discussion, etc. with the lab, researcher, etc. 
that may yield potential jobs, post-docs, positions, etc. 

All in all, if we do a good job advertising, this can attract more students to apply to the student 
research colloquium
This event would be open ONLY for grad students
5 Potential labs (but many more out there)

Oak Ridge national lab
national renewable energy lab
argonne national lab
Lawrence livermore national lab
Lawrence berkeley national lab

Questions?
Amanda Seiders: Are you planing on working with Career Services at all?
Pedro: We might, I’ve spoken with Nadia, but at the moment we don’t know precisely how they 
would get involved. But it would really just be second nature to talk to them directly. 
Ali: What are you looking for as far as support from GSA for this?
Pedro: Good question. I’m from CHem E and can make a good sell for research projects in my 
department, but other departments, no. That’s why I need you guys. Don’t know how big this 
would be, but if more senators can help and sell the research going on their department, we can 
make this a big event.
Leena: Budget?
Nadia: There isa budget for the colloquium budget. there are certain things that they money has 
to go to, but there is generally surplus. SO we wouldn't pay for travel, but we would reach out to 
the companies. It would not be a bad thing to donate money to an event like this, but GSA 
already donates. You could say that the funds you donate you want to go toward this event, but 
as far as GSA is concerned, you can just do what you usually do and get extra senators 
involved?
Danielle: A committee?
Nadia: I’m going to have a colloquium committee no matter what, but I do agree that there 
should be a committee for this event.
Ebrima: Labs? You picked really far away labs, but it would be less expensive to choose labs 
that are closer. 
Nadia: That would be what the committee could decide. 
Amanda: Have you reached out to any of these companies already?
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Pedro: No, but they usually send out people to meetings (recruiters) to represent the national 
labs. I haven't done anything about that yet, because we’re still in the early stages of getting this 
off paper and into motion. I know we have professors that have connections as well as LInk’d in.
Amanda: as far as the colloquium, I don’t know if companies are interested in making the full 
commitment. 
Nadia: This would take some definite strategic planning, but I see everything happening on a 
single day. Maybe a career type fair with a reception in the evening. I could be off, but this is 
how I see it fitting into the colloquium. 
Ebrima: The idea is brilliant, but it is also good to have students as judges and every experience 
counts
Travis: I work for career services, look at the event list and can pull from 
Me: Defense contractors? Raytheon hires EE people
Ali: I think what is missing is the plan on what we can vote for. We need a budget and who we 
want to invite. But I think we are at a point to get the Senate involved to either vote and move 
forward or form a committee
Danielle: I move to forward this to committee of 5 to be appointed by the chair and they report 
back to us at the November meeting.
Amanda Seiders: I second the motion. 
Ebrima: As he said, he can come up with a list for chem E, but what if he works with senators 
from every department
Ali: I would say that as part of that, you come back with information about how the Senate can 
help. 
Amanda: Suggestion, maybe make a questionnaire that you could give out and we get back to 
you. 
Leena: what has been motioned and seconded, it looks like a good idea but needs more 
planning. So maybe we can start forming the committee today and they can study the situation, 
give a strategic plan, and then at the next meeting get back to us with more details. And then we 
can vote to put the new event into practice.

Vote to form a committee: All in favor
 The committee: Danielle, Dhyaa ME, Physics Michael Halfmoon, Ebrima, Jayanth PE. 

Any other discussion:

Nadia: I do need some committee members for the Colloquium
I have some space, at least 4 people, you don't have to commit today, but are welcome to stop 
but the office. Would like it by the end of next week. No reason for Pedro to start without me. 
The Research Colloquium is a week long event that is a total student led event. I am there with 
the funds and the support. It happens every year, this is our 20th. Last year 23 prizes and over 
160 presenters. The opportunity to be part of that group is a good resume booster. Just 
respond. Get ready because she will start emailing.



Senate Meeting Minutes

Valeria: If part of committee, can we present? And what responsibilities?
Nadia: YES! Present more than once. Responsibilities, its a meeting every two weeks. I 
definitely don't want this to get in the way of your studies. The meetings are important to plan 
the event, but the week of is when your responsibilities kick in more so. I’lll be manning the 
tables, rooms set up for sessions, help students get the presentations put on the screens, 
judges and students prepped, etc. That is the biggest commitment. 
Travis: When is the event?
March 27th in ACSU

Reminder:
Next meeting November 13th
Committee members, check your emails!
Pedro absent next meeting, but will have the committee present

End the Meeting:
Nathan Hutchins, EE, move to adjourn
Pedro, Chem E second. 

Bye!


